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= tions, Connettiout, New-York; New- Ferſey, 


To the PEOPLE: of IRELAND: 


Front. the Delegates appointed by the United 
Colonies of Newhampſhire, . Maſſachuſetts= 
B y, Rhod - land and Providence Planta- 


Pennſylvania, tie Lower Counties. on Del- 
' aware, Ma yland, Virginia, No- tb-Carolina. 
and Sour'-Ca ol'na, in General Congrels at. 
Philad. Iþhia, the 1 ath of May, 1775. 
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I the important conteſt into which we have ; 

been driven, is now become intereſting to 
every European- ſtate, and particularly. affects the 
members of the Britiſh Empire, we think it our 
duty to addreſs you on the ſubject. We are de- 
firous, as is natural to injured innocence, of poſ- 
ſeſſing the good opinion of the virtuous and hu- 
mane—We are peculiarly deſirous of furniſhing, 
you with a true ſtate: of our motives and objects ;. 
the better to enable you to judge of our conduct 
with accuracy, and determine the merits of the 
controverſy with impartiality and preciſion. 
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However incredible it may appear, that, at 
this enlightened period, the leaders of a nation, 
which in every age has ſacrificed hecatombs of 
her braveſt patriots on the altar of liberty, ſhould 
_ preſume gravely to aſſert and by force of arms at- 
tempt to eſtabliſh an arbitrary ſway over the lives, 
liberties, and property of their fellow- ſubjects in 
America; it is nevertheleſs a moſt deplorable and 
indiſputable truth, 


TES (colonies have, from the time of their 
firſt ſettlement, for near two centuries, peaceably 
enjoyed theſe very rights of which the Miniſtry 
have for ten years paſt endeavoured by fraud and 
by violence to deprive them. At the concluſion 
of the laſt war the genius of England and the 
ſpirit of wiſdom, as if offended at the ungrateful 
treatment of their ſons, withdrew from the Bri- 
tiſh counſels and left that nation a prey to a race 
of miniſters, with whom ancient Engliſh honeſty 
and benevolence diſdained to dwell. From that 
period. jealouſy, diſcontent, ' oppreſſion and diſ- 
cord have raged among all his Majeſty's ſubjects , 
and filled every part of his domiaions: with diſtreſs 
and complaint, | 


Nor content with our purchaſing of Britain at 
her own price, cloathing and a thouſand other 
articles uſed by near three millions of people on 
this vaſt Continent ; not ſatisfied with the amaz- 
ing profits arifing from the monopoly of our trade, 
without giving us either time to breathe after a long 
though glorious war, or the leaſt credit for the 
blood and treafure we have expended in it; Not- 
withſtanding the zeal we had manifeſted for the 
ſervice of our Sovereign, and the warmelt attach- 

TT ment, 


. 


ment to the conſtitution of Britain and the people 
of England, a black and horrid deſign was form- 
ed, to convert us from freemen into ſlaves, from 
ſubjects into vaſſals, and from friends into ene- 
mies. 


Tax Es, for the firſt time ſince we landed dn 
the American ſhores, were, without our conſent, 
impoſed upon us; an unconſtitutional edict to 
compel us to furniſh neceſſaries for a 3 ar- 
my, that we wiſhed to ſee diſbanded, was iſſued; 
and the legiſlature of New-York ſuſpended for re- 
fuſing to comply with it Our antient and ineſti- 
mable right of trial by jury was, in many inſtances, 
aboliſned; and the common law of the land made 
to give place to Admiralty juriſdictions. Judges 
were rendered, by the tenure of their com- 
miſſions, entirely dependent on the will of a 
Miniſter. New crimes were arbitrarily created ; 
and new courts, unknown to the conſtitution, in- 
ſtituted. Wicked and inſidious Governors have 
been ſet over us; and dutiful petitions for the 
removal of even the notoriouſly infamous Cover- 
nor Hutchinſon, were branded with the opprobrious 
appellation of ſcandalous and defamatory.— Hardy 
attempts have been made under colour of parli- 
amentary authority to ſeize Americans, and carry 
them to Great Britain to be tried for offences com- 
mitted in the Colonies, —Ancient charters have no 
longer remained ſacred that of the Maſſachu- 
ſetts-Bay was violated; and their form of govern- 
ment eſſentially mutilated and transformed On 
pretence of puniſhing a violation of ſome private 
property, committed by a few diſguiſed individuals, 
the populous and flouriſhing town of Boſton was 
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C03 
ſurrounded by fleets and armies ;- its trade deſtroy- 
ed; its ports blocked up; and thirty thouſand citi- 
zens ſubjected to all the miſeries attending ſo ſudden 
a convulſion'in their commercial metropolis ; and 


to remove every obſtacle to the rigorous executi- 


on of this ſyſtem of oppreſſion, an Act of Parlia- 
ment was paſſed evidently calculated to indemnify 
thoſe, who might, in the proſecution of it, even 
embrue their hands in the blood of the inhabi- 
tants. 


THro' paſſed by ſuch an accumulation of un- 
deſerved injuries, America flill remembered her 
duty to her Sovereign. A Congreſs, ow cm 


of Deputies from Twelve United Colomis al- 


ſembled. They in the moſt reſpectful terms laid 
their grievances at the foot of the throne ; and 
implored his | Majeſty's inter; ofition in their be- 
half—They alſo agreed to ſuſſ end all trade with 
Great Britain, Ireland and the Weſt Indies; hop- 


ing, by this peaceable mode of op; oſition, to 


obtain that juſtice from the Britiſh Miniſtry which- 
had been fo long ſolicited in vain. —And here per- 
mit us to aſſure you, that it was with the utmoſt re- 
luctance we could prevail upon ourſelves, to ceaſe 
our commercial connection with your iſland. — Zour 
Parliament had done us no wrong—Ye had ever 
been friendly to the rights of mankind; and we 
acknowledge with pleaſure and with gratitude, 


that your nation has produced patriots, who have 
nobly diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the cauſe of hu- 


manity and America. . On the other hand, we 
were not ignorant that the labor and manufactures 
of Ireland, like thoſe of the ſilk- worm, were of 
little moment to herſelf ; but ſerved only to give 
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luxury to thoſe, who neither toil nor ſpin We per- 
ceived, that if we continued our commerce with 
you, our agreement not to import from Bri- 
tain would be fruitleſs; and were therefore com- 
pelled to adopt a mceaſure, to which nothing bu 
abſolute neceſſity could have reconciled us It 
gave us however, ſome conſolation to reflect, that 
ſhould it occaſion much diſtreſs, the fertile regions 
of America would afford you a ſafe aſylum from 
poverty, and in time from oppreſſion alſo—an a- 
1ylum, in which many thouſands of your country- 
men, have found hoſpitality, peace, and affluence ; 
and become united to us by all the ties of conſan- 
guinity, mutual intereſt and affection Nor 
did the Congreſs ſtop here—Flattered by a pleaſ- 
ing expectation, that the juſtice and humanity 
which had ſo long characterized the Engliſh na- 
tion, would, on proper application afford us relief; 
they repreſented their grievances in an affection- 
ate addreſs to their bretheren in Britain, and in- 
treated their aid and interpoſition in behalf of theſe 
colonies, 


THe more fully to evince their reſpect for their 
Sovereign, the unhappy people of Boſton were re- 
queſted by the Congreſs to ſubmit with patience 
to their fate; and all America united in a refolu- 
tion to abſtain from every ſpecies of violence 
During this period that devoted town ſuffered un- 
ſpeakably. Its inhabitants were inſulted, and their 
property violated— Still relying on the clemency 
and juſtice of his Majeſty and the nation, they per- 
mitted a few regiments to take poſſcſſion of their 
town; to ſurround it with fortifications ; and to 
cut off all intercourſe between them and their 
friends in the country. 


WITH 


(8 ) 
W1Ta anxious expectation did all America wait 
the event of their petition—All' America 'laments 
its fate Their Prince was deaf to their complaints: 
And vain were all attempts to impreſs him with a 
ſenſe of the ſufferings of his American ſubjects; 
of the cruelty of the Taſt-maſters, and of the ma- 
ny plagues which impended over his dominions. 
Inſtead of directions for a candid enquiry. into 
our grievances, inſult was added to oppreſſion, 
and our long forbearance rewarded with the im- 
putation of cowardice. Our trade with foreign 
ſtates was prohibited; and an act of Parliament 
paſſed to prevent our even fiſhing on our own 
coaſts - Our peaceable Aſſemblies for the purpoſe 
of conſulting the common ſafety, were declared 
ſeditious; and our aſſerting the very rights which 
aced the Crown of Great Britain on the heads of 
the three ſucceſſive Princes of the Houſe of Hano- ' 
ver, ſtiled rebellion—Orders are given to re-en- 
force the troops in America——The wild and 
barbarous ſavages of the wilderneſs have been ſoli- 
cited by gifts to take up the hatchet againſt us; and 
inſtigated to deluge our ſettlements with the blood 
of innocent and defenceleſs women and children, 
The whole country was moreover alarmed with the 
expected horrors of domeſtic inſurrections. Re- 
finements in parental cruelty, at which the genius 
of Britain muſt bluſh! Refinements which admit 
not of even being recited without horror, or prac- 
tiſed without infamy! We ſhould be happy, were 
theſe dark machinations the mere ſuggeſtions of 
ſuſpicion We are ſorry to declare, that we are 
poſſeſſed of the moſt authentic and indubitable evi- 
dence of their realty. 
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Tur Miniſtry, bent on pong n the pil- 
lars of the conſtitution, endeavoured to erect..the . 


ſtandard of deſpotiſm in America; and if ſuceſs-. 


ful, Britain and Ireland may ſhudder at the conſe- 


Wer re ! 
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Trrtet of their moſt experienced Generals are 


ſent to wage war with their fellow ſubjects; and” 


Amerita is amazed to find the name of Howe in the 
catalogue of her enemies---She loved his brother. 


DesPaiRinG of driving the Colonies to reſiſt- 


ance,, by any other means, than actual hoſtility, a 
detachment of the army at Boſton marched into 
the country in all the array of war; and unpro- 
voked, fired upon, and killed ſeveral of the in- 
habitants---The neighbouring farmers ſudden] 
aſſembled, and repelled the attaek---From-this, all 


communication between the town and country was” 
 Intercepted---The citizens petitioned the General 
for permiſſion to leave the town, and he promiſed  \ 

on ſurrendering their arms, to permit them to de- 


part with their other effects. They accordingly 
ſurrendered their arms, and the General violated, 
his faith. Under various pretences, paſſports were 
delayed and denied; and many thouſands of the 
inhabitants are, at this day, confined in the town in 


the utmoſt wretchedneſs and want. The lame, the 


blind and the fick, have indeed been turned out 
into the neighbouring fields; and ſome, . cluding 
the vigilance of the ſentries have eſcaped from the 
town, by ſwimming to the adjacent ſhores. 


Tar war having thus began on the part of Ge: - 


neral Gage's troops, the country armed and em- 
B bodied. 


-- 
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bodied. The reinforcements from Ireland ſoon af- 
ter arrived; a vigorous attack was then made upon 


the provincials. In their march, the troops ſur- 
rounded the town of Charleſtown, conſiſting of 


about four hundred houſes, then recently aban- 


doned to eſcape the fury of a relentleſs ſoldiery. 
Having plundered the houſes they ſet fire to the 
town, and reduced it to aſhes. To this wanton 


waſte of property, unknown to civilized nations, 


they were prompted, the better to conceal their. 


ap, roach under cover of the ſmoak. A ſhocking 
mixture of cowardice and cruelty, which then firſt 


tarniſhed the luſtre of the Britiſh arms, when aim 


ed at a brother's breaſt! But bleſſed be God, they 


were reſtrained from committing farther ravages, 


by the loſs of a very conſiderable part of their ar- 
my, including many of their moſt experienced of- 


- ficers. The loſs of the inhabitants was inconſi- 


derable. 


CoMPELLED therefore to behold thouſands of 
our countrymen impriſoned, and men, women and 

children involved in promiſcuous and unmerited 
miſery. When we find all faith at an end, and 


ſacred treaties turned into tricks of ſtate. When 


we perceive our friends and kinſmen maſſacred, 
our habitations plundered, our houſes in flames, 
and their once happy inhabitants fed only by the 
hand of charity, Who can blame us for endea- 
vouring to reſtrain the progreſs of deſolation? Wha 
can cenſure us for repelling the attacks of ſuch a 
barbarous band ? 


would not obey the great, the univerſal, the divine 
law of ſelf-preſeryation ? 


THroucHh 


Who, in ſuch circumſtances, 
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Thovon vilified as wanting ſpirit, we are deter- 
mined to behave like men. Though inſulted and 
abuſed, we wiſh. for reconciliation... Though. de- 
fained as ſeditious, we are ready to obey the laws. 
And though charged with rebellion, will cheer- 


fully bleed in defence of our Sovercign 1 in a righte- 


ous cauſe, What more can we ſay, what more 
can we offer? 


Bur we forbear to trouble you with a tedious 
detail of the various and fruitleſs offers and appli- 
cations we have repeatedly made, not for penſions, 
for wealth or tor honours, but for the humble boon 

of being permitted to poſſeſs the fruits of honeſt 
induſtry, and to enjoy that degree of Liberty, to 
which God and the conſtitution hath given us an 
undoubted right. 


BLE SSD with arr indiffoJuBle union; with a vari- 
ety of internal reſources, and with à firm rehance 
on the juſtice of the ſupreme Diſpoſer of all human 
events, we have no doubt of rifing ſuperior to all 
the machinations- of evil and abandoned mmiſters. 
We already anticipate the golden period, when li- 
berty, with all the. gentle arts of peace and huma- 
nity ſhall eſtabliſh her mild dominion in this weſtern 
N and erect eternal monuments to the memo- 
y of. thoſs virtuous patriots and- martyrs, who 
Gal have tought and bled. and ſuffercd in her 


cauſe. 


Accrpr our moſt grateful ack nowledgments 
for the friendly diſpoſition you have always "ſhewn. 
towards us, We know. that you are. not without 
your grievances, We ſympathize with you in 

| your- 
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your diſtreſs, and are pleaſed to find that the de- 


gn of ſubjugating us, has perſuaded adminiſtra- 
tion to diſpenſe to Ireland, ſome vagrant rays of 
- miniſterial ſunſhine. Even the tender mercies of 
government have long been cruel towards yeu z 
-Fn the rich paſtures of Ireland, many hungry pa- 
ricides have fed, and grown ſtrong to labour in its 


deſtruction. We hope the patient abiding of the 
meek may not always be forgotten; and God 
grant that the iniquitous ſchemes of extirpating 
liberty from the Britiſh empire may be ſoon defeat- 
ed. But we ſhould be wanting to ourſelves, 
we ſhould be perfidious to poſterity; ſhe ſhould 
be unworthy that anceſtry from which we derive 
our deſcent, ſhould we ſubmit with folded arms 
to military butchery and depredation, to gratify 
the lordly ambition, or fate the avarice of a Britiſh 
Miniſtry, In defence of our perſons and preper- 


ties, under actual violation, we have taken up 


arms. When that violence ſhall be removed, and 
oftilities ceaſe on the part of the aggreflors, they 
all ceaſe on our part alſo. For the atchieve- 
ment: of this happy.event, we confide in the good 
offices of our fellow ſubjects beyond the Atlantic. 
Of their friendly diſpoſition we do not yet deſpond; 
aware as they muſt be, that they have nothing 
more to expect from the ſame common enemy, 
than the humble favour of being laſt devoured. 


By order of the Congreſs, 
: JOHN HANCOCK, Profidert.. 
Philadelphia, 7 y 28, 1775 
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